AIDS testing, an ethical question.
The AIDS epidemic has presented hospital administrators and nurses with ethicolegal questions and responsibilities unprecedented in this generation. AIDS testing and confidentiality are only one set of issues that can arise from this disease. Since nurses assume responsibility for direct care of hospitalized AIDS patients, it is the nurse's responsibility to become informed about all aspects of AIDS and its impact on those affected. Questions regarding testing in the hospital setting have been discussed and suggestions offered to help cope with the problem. Problems associated with AIDS are expected to increase, and it becomes the duty of the hospital to be prepared to act as a community role model of non-discrimination.